
 

 
500 City Hall Drive  Rohnert Park, CA 94928-2118  Phone (707) 584-2600  Fax (707) 584-2683 

 

 

ROHNERT PARK DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY 

POLICE AND FIRE SERVICES 
 

 

   Brian Masterson, Director 

 

 
 

PRESS RELEASE 
 

Juvenile Arrested After Breaking into Home and Holding Teenage Girl at 
Knifepoint 

 
For Immediate Release 
Wednesday, September 27, 2017 11:16 PM    Case Number:  17-0004084 
 
Contact: Sgt. Jeff Justice  (707)588-3574  Mon-Thu 8am-6pm 
  Cmdr. Aaron Johnson (707)588-3580 Mon-Thu 8-5 (PIO) 
 

ROHNERT PARK, CA – On 09/27/17, at 7:01pm, The Rohnert Park Public Safety Dispatch Center received a 911 call 
from a 17 year old girl who lives on Meadow Pines Ave in Rohnert Park.  The girl was reporting that someone was 
trying to break into her home, where she was home alone.  She said a male had rang the doorbell who she did not 
recognize so she did not answer the door, and then she heard the male walking around her home trying to get in.  The 
girl locked herself in the upstairs bathroom as she told the Dispatcher she heard the suspect had entered her home, 
and she said she could hear him walking around downstairs.  She was extremely frightened and afraid to talk because 
she was afraid the suspect would find her in the bathroom.  The Dispatcher kept her on the phone as officers were 
responding, and had her communicate by pressing buttons on the phone to answer questions instead of talking.  
 
As officers were arriving to the residence, three minutes after the call was received, the girl pressed a button on the 
phone to let the Dispatcher know that she could now hear the suspect upstairs.  The girl stopped responding to the 
Dispatcher, then the Dispatcher suddenly heard her start crying and scream before the line disconnected.  At that 
time, the suspect had kicked open the bathroom door and pulled a large hunting knife on the girl while asking the girl if 
she was on the phone with the Police.  The suspect held the knife at the girl and then took her phone from her when 
the girl told him she had called the Police, as he kept her cornered in the bathroom at knifepoint.   
 
Officers had surrounded the home and were making entry as the suspect took the phone from the girl, and the suspect 
tried to run from the home when he realized the Police were there, but gave up when he found there was no way for 
him to escape.  The suspect was taken into custody, and determined to be a 17 year old from Rohnert Park, who did 
not know the victim.  The victim was unharmed during the incident, but was extremely shaken. It was determined that 
the suspect had used a ladder to climb in through an open window after removing the screen.  The suspect had a 
backpack with him, and some belongings from the home were found in the backpack.   
 
The suspect was interviewed, and he admitted to breaking into the home and thought no one was home.  He said he 
was taking items when he thought he heard someone upstairs.  He went to check and found the bathroom door 
locked, so he kicked it open and found the victim.  The suspect admitted to pulling out the knife and taking the phone 
from the victim, and said it was because he did not want to be arrested.  He said he had no intention of harming the 
victim, and he tried to run when the officers arrived but gave up when he couldn’t get away.   
 
Additional items were found in the suspect’s backpack that had been taken from two vehicles burglarized at Sonoma 
State University earlier in the day, and more of those victim’s belongings were also found in the suspect’s bedroom 
after his parents were contacted.  The suspect was booked into Sonoma County Juvenile Hall on charges of Home 
Invasion Robbery, Burglary, Assault with a Deadly Weapon, False Imprisonment, and Possession of Stolen Property. 
END. 


